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✶DIGITAL AGE FOR TUTORING

The digital evolution of 
private tutoring 
By Kate Shand, MD 
of Enjoy Education

T
he world of private tutoring is 
evolving. No longer is hiring a 
tutor a privilege of only the very 
rich, nor is it a clandestine activity 

to be kept hidden from teachers and 
friends. And digital advances mean that 
tutoring has become more accessible than 
ever before. 

With research revealing that 40 per cent 
of parents nationwide use tutors, the UK 
is finally catching up with the rest of the 
world. Look at China, India and Russia; in 
the world’s emerging superpowers, private 
lessons outside school are considered the 
norm. A recent report from the European 
Commission concluded that one-to-
one tutoring is the ultimate in adaptive, 
interactive learning.

Historically, governesses and tutors 
taught children individually at their 
homes. Then, the industrial revolution 
brought with it the need for teaching en 
masse, resulting in what is still today’s 
school model of classes of twenty-odd 
pupils, with a teacher leading from the 
front. In the last few years, we have seen 
an explosion of interest and enthusiasm 
for the one-to-one learning model and 
personalised learning. But let’s not think 
this is a regression of sorts. Today’s 
educationalists are discovering ways to 
blend the best of both worlds. 

The modern-day approach to 
individualised education is very different 
from the black-clad governesses of yore. 
Indeed, the function of a private tutor 
has changed from what it was even 10 
years ago. No longer is it simply about 
getting intensive help to pass an exam; 
instead, we are seeing a more holistic 
approach. The 21st century tutor is a 
mentor, confidence-builder and an inspirer 
of learning. 

Another significant distinction is 
the advent of ‘education technology’. 
Advances in online learning have opened 
wide the possibilities for individualised 
and more effective learning. Revision has 

never been more fun; let’s face it, you’re 
unlikely to see a pupil poring over their 
chemistry textbook on the school bus 
home, but offer them a revision game app 
they can play on their phone, and it’s a 
completely different story.

This digital education revolution has 
created the ideal platform for online 
tutoring. Gone are the days of ungainly 
tutorials via Skype. From interactive online 
whiteboards, to video and audio recording 
of lessons, and even to virtual microscopes 
for practical practice, online teaching 
possibilities are increasing daily.

And let’s not forget accessibility. With 
online tutoring, postcodes no longer 
matter. Just because your child is at 
boarding school in the depths of the 

British countryside, need not mean he 
or she cannot access the best tutors 
available.

Being in different countries and time 
zones also ceases to be a barrier. I was 
delighted to be a part of David Cameron’s 
recent trade delegation trip to China in 
December 2013, where I announced 
Enjoy Education’s new online tutoring 
service. This online platform will allow 
young learners and adults across the 
world to access the very best of British 
tutors from the comfort of their own 
homes. 

So, is there still a place for the 
traditional school system in this brave 
new online world? I certainly believe 
there is; children need to be in a social 
environment to learn how to interact with 
their peers, and teachers play a crucial role 
in supporting them in their behavioural 
and educational development. But schools 
must learn to embrace digital advances 
and accept that a large proportion of their 
pupils will have tutors, both face-to-face 
and online, and that education technology 
will play an ever larger and exciting role in 
a student’s learning experience.

“Todays 
educationalists are 
discovering ways to 
blend the best of 
both worlds.” 


