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We want to create lifelong learners in 
children who are ready to learn and be 
open to ideas throughout both their school 
and adult careers. Creative curriculums 
that provide context and bring learning to 
life help to ignite a student’s passion and 
curiosity for learning without focusing 
solely on the need to pass an exam. 
Building in context and creativity into the 
curriculum helps to associate learning 
positively with inquisition. 

The great joy of creative tutoring is that 
it helps young people learn in ways that 
are fun and fruitful. The great outdoors – 
whatever the weather – can provide you 
with an easy (and inexpensive) way of 
introducing new creative experiences to 
your children’s learning. Studies show that 
new experiences are a vital part of any 
child’s learning process and outdoor 
learning provides the ideal platform to 
incorporate the creativity that will engage 
your child in more ways than one. 

A growing recognition of the many 
complicated challenges which students 
will face after school is a further driving 
force behind the need for a more creative 
curriculum. Contextual creative learning 
places a strong emphasis on problem 
solving and lateral thinking – invaluable 
skills for life beyond school. Creative 
learning encourages the development of 
so-called ‘soft’ skills like empathy, team 
work, initiative and tenacity that 
employers look for. Creative curriculums 
can extend far beyond what is typically 
associated with learning and fuel the idea 
of a lifelong learner by enhancing skills 
that can be used even after a child’s 
educational career has finished.
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W e all know that children 
learn more effectively when 
they enjoy the learning 
process and understand the 

relevance of a subject to their life. The 
ability to provide context to the world 
around us is a key part of any child’s 
development and an essential one to 
underpin their engagement in education. 
Of course, each student learns in a 
different way, but the importance of 
building contextual and creative learning 
has been shown to generate a deeper 
understanding of a subject, build new 
connections and encourage children to 
think independently – essential skills for 
developing happy, confident learners.

Experts agree that providing context 
for a topic or subject is the best way to 
bring a subject to life. As Sir Ken 
Robinson passionately argued: ‘Learning 
happens in the minds and souls, not in 
the databases of multiple-choice tests.’  
It is far harder to learn new information 
when you cannot see the need or 
purpose. Context provides relevance, 

thus ensuring that students are 
absorbing, helping them learn (and 
remember) something more easily. This 
form of applied learning is used often in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (STEM), but can easily be 
applied across the curriculum. When a 
child struggles to grasp a particularly 
difficult concept, placing it in context can 
make it easier to learn and understand the 
motivation for learning it.

How a creative curriculum is key to 
developing lifelong learners
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Little Forest Folk have 
shown the way when it comes 
to outdoors education


