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As the new term gets under way, 
it’s important to ensure your 
child continues to foster a love 
of learning beyond exams. For 

Ben Thomas, who has been the 
Headmaster at Thomas’s in Battersea for 
17 years, it’s ‘a drum that [he] has to 
bang harder and harder, because of the 
surge in competition to achieve results’. 

In the course of this interview, 
Thomas expresses his concern over the 
pressures of the 11+, and suggests that 
too much focus on box-ticking can be 
counter-productive. ‘The exam reduces 
everything to English, maths and 
reasoning, at an age where children’s 
minds ought to be being opened to the 
wonders of the world, and to the 
fascinating possibilities of science,’ he 
explains. ‘I’m not a huge fan of the 11+ 
process at all, and I wish we could find a 
better way.’

For Thomas, the 11+ shouldn’t be the 
‘be all and end all’, and passing it should 
be a by-product of a rounded education, 

rather than the sole focus. Although 
children should be practised and 
confident (‘the obvious thing to say is 
that they should have been drilled 
endlessly’) at the point at which they sit 
the exam, Thomas stresses that it’s also 
important that they maintain perspective 
and continue to pursue their interests in 
other areas like music, art  
and drama. 

‘Prep schools have a 
responsibility not to allow 
parents to be over-ambitious,’ 
Thomas continues. ‘Ideally, 
there will be children more 
able than they to give them 
something to aim for, but also 
some less able, which will 
give them the 
confidence to continue 
achieving.’

Thomas is much 
more positive about pre-
tests and the 13+ 
entrance exams, which 

he feels better reflect a child’s individual 
progress and capabilities. ‘It tends to 
reflect more accurately our own opinion 
of a child, whereas with the 11+, you can 
get very odd results depending on a 
child’s performance on the day,’ he says.

‘There’s going to be lots of changes 
in education,’ he continues. ‘It will be a 

luxury to have the time to 
develop our curriculum to suit 
the world our children are 
going to enter. It all feeds back 
into my obsession with a 
broad curriculum, and my 
view that creative endeavours 
shouldn’t be just a sideline.’
Enjoy Education is set to host Ben 

Thomas as a keynote speaker at 

‘Demystifying the 11+, Pre-

Tests and 13+ Entrance 

Exams’ on 27 September at 

The Royal Thames Yacht 

Club in Knightsbridge. Visit 

enjoyeducation.co.uk 

to find out more
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Ben Thomas is keen on the arts 
not being sidelined during a 
child’s educational journey
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It’s an age where 
children’s minds 

ought to be opened to 
the world’s wonders


